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News 
 

  
 

Church in Wales Bishops welcome Israel-Gaza ceasefire 

 

 

The Bishops of The Church in Wales have issued the following statement:   

“We welcome the ceasefire and pray this will mark the end of a heartbreaking conflict which 
has brought suffering and grief to so many.  Our thoughts are with all those who have been 
affected by violence, by hardship and by hatred, and we pray for all those engaged in the task of 
building peace – that they will be given the strength, wisdom and grace they will need to bring 
healing and hope.” 

 

 

  
 



Licensing of Revd Linda Batt 

 

 

A joyful service took place at St John’s church, Maindee on the 19th January where Revd Linda 
Batt was licensed as Team Vicar in the Beechwood Ministry Area. 
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Announcement of the Future of the VAT Refund Scheme from 
HRBA 

 

 

HISTORIC RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS ALLIANCE (HRBA) 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE FUTURE OF THE VAT REFUND SCHEME 

 

It has just been announced in the House of Commons Westminster Hall debate that the Listed 
Places of Worship Grant Scheme will continue for one year from March 2025 with a cap of £25k 
per place of worship. Furthermore, the total amount available will be capped at £23m (last year 
£29m was spent). 

This will be disappointing news for those with larger projects. 

The DCMS received more than three hundred letters on the topic, and some three thousand 
letters were sent to MPs. Despite this widespread expression of concern, the decision is not 
what would we have wanted. 

We will dwell on the implications of this decision, and come back to you shortly. Do feel free to 
email us if you have any thoughts. 

One good thing is that this campaign has raised the profile of the future of our historic religious 
buildings. Very helpfully, Sir Chris Bryant, the Minister for Creative Industries, Arts, and Tourism, 
said he wants to work with MPs on the challenge. We will all need to put our thinking cap on as 
to how to maintain momentum with government on this more general issue - if you have any 
ideas on this, do drop us a line. 

All the best 

Trevor Cooper, Chair, and Becky Payne, Development Director, HRBA 

 

To contact Becky please email  hrb@theheritagealliance.org.uk 

To contact Trevor please email hrbchair@theheritagealliance.org.uk 

 

https://www.hrballiance.org.uk/
mailto:hrb@theheritagealliance.org.uk?subject=hrb%40theheritagealliance.org.uk&body=
mailto:hrb@theheritagealliance.org.uk?subject=&body=


  
 

Meet the Funder: National Churches Trust - 30th January 

 

 

Meet the Funder: National Churches Trust - Online Meeting (Zoom) 

30th January 10am-11am 

 

In 2025 The National Churches Trust will have two key grant streams open, Cherish 
grants and Large grants along with general project support. 

WCVA are pleased to host Gareth Simpson, Support Officer (Wales) for National Churches 
Trust, for an online Meet the Funder event. Gareth will present on the format of funding rounds, 
explain eligibility criteria and funding priorities, provide some key tips on submitting a strong 
application and take part in a Q&A session with attendees. 

 

To register for this event please click the following link: 

Meet the Funder: National Churches Trust | Cwrdd â’r cyllidwr: Ymddiriedolaeth Eglwysi 
Genedlaethol · Zoom · Luma 

 

  
 

 

https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/
https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/cherish-grants
https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/cherish-grants
https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/get-support/grants/large-grants
https://wcva.cymru/training-info/
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https://lu.ma/fundernct?utm_campaign=f7a7046d19-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_01_08_01_31&utm_medium=email&utm_source=WCVA%20Mailing%20list%20%7C%20Rhestr%20marchnata%20CGGC&utm_term=0_-f7a7046d19-224396150


Faith in Wales Questionnaire 

 

 

Our friends in the Evangelical Alliance are conducting a survey of the activities of faith 
communities in Wales. They have asked us to circulate this invitation widely amongst the 
leaders of our local churches or projects. 

The more responses can be obtained, the more comprehensive will be the evidence base of the 
importance of faith based activity to community life in Wales in 2025. The questionnaire is 
available in both Welsh and English here 

Please complete this survey by 17 February. 

Any queries about it should be directed to Evangelical Alliance at the following email 
address wales@eauk.org 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eauk.org/
https://www.eauk.org/about-us/nations/wales/faith-in-wales-survey?utm_source=Dynamics%20365%20Customer%20Insights%20-%20Journeys&utm_medium=email&utm_term=N%2FA&utm_campaign=Faith%20in%20Wales%2014%20Jan%202025&utm_content=Faith%20in%20Wales%20initial%20email#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=55f33cc1-0683-4e4c-8e68-d124b095bbe5&msdynmkt_prefill=mktprfbc69fe9fc4cd4493aa32d9fcd045794beoprf
mailto:wales@eauk.org?subject=null&body=null
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Training 
 

  
 

Safeguarding Training 2025 

 

 

 
 

Safeguarding dates for 2025 have now been released and are shown below: 

  

 

 
 

For those who cannot make it to one of the above sessions the following online Zoom 
sessions are also available: 

  

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/308ffc30-1a38-fc07-7b4d-277a9920d582.jpg
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To find out when your Safeguarding training is due for renewal, please contact Vicki Stevens 
at Monbishpa@churchinwales.org.uk or by phone on 01633 263510. 

 

To access the booking form and book 
your place please click on the button 
                     

  

Safeguarding Training Booking Form - 
The Church in Wales 

 

 

        

 

Contact details for all of the safeguarding team can be found here: 

Meet the team - The Church in Wales 

 

The Provincial Safeguarding Officer for the Diocese of Monmouth is Colin Taylor who can be 
contacted via email at colintaylor@cinw.org.uk or by phone on 07956 790330. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:monbishpa@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=&body=
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/safeguarding/safeguarding-training/safeguarding-training-booking-form/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/safeguarding/safeguarding-training/safeguarding-training-booking-form/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/safeguarding/meet-the-team/
mailto:colintaylor@cinw.org.uk?subject=&body=
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/2a68c2a4-bb09-3500-bb85-57550498e263.png


Events 
 

  
 

Praying The Anglican Rosary (Guided prayer session) - 23rd 
January 

 

 

No, praying with beads is not “just for Catholics”; it’s for us all! A deceptively simple way to pray 
more richly and effectively, the Anglican (Episcopal) rosary is ripe for your exploration. 

In Praying the Anglican Rosary, Revd. Dr William Ingle-Gillis highlights exciting possibilities for 
prayer by bringing a time-honoured Christian practice, praying with beads, together with holy 
scripture and the rich heritage of the Anglican liturgical tradition. With prayers for morning and 
evening; the liturgical year; feasts days; and a wide variety of personal intentions, this book 
offers new paths to help us encounter God afresh just by making what time and space we can. 

To celebrate the launch of his book, Father William is hosting a guided prayer session using the 
rosary, followed by refreshments. You will also have the opportunity to purchase a signed copy 
of the book. You are welcome … and invited … 

 

Thursday 23rd January 2025 

The Priory Church of St Mary, Usk 

18:00 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/bd7df5db-24d8-5c77-f5e4-b5c8eb8ce0a3.png


For more information, contact Father William on williaminglegillis@cinw.org.uk or 07722 500 
805 

Please scan the QR code to register your attendance or click on this 
link https://forms.gle/jCD3k4N5BP3jbkxWA 

Praying the Anglican Rosary: Gentle Prayer for Daily Life can be purchased via Amazon. 

 

  
 

Celebrating Chaplaincy - 26th January 

 

 

We are once again holding a service at the Cathedral to celebrate chaplaincy and the wonderful 
ministries undertaken by our chaplains in a whole variety of contexts. 

Chaplains meet and work alongside people that clergy and the local church congregations, on 
the whole, don’t have the opportunity to meet. We have chaplains not only in hospitals, prisons 
and places of education, but with the armed forces, seafarers and members of the deaf 
community – and other places too! 

This year, we are pleased to welcome another four chaplains to share their experiences with us: 

¶ Revd Canon Tim Clement, who will be speak about chaplaincy in a rural/farming context 

¶ Revd Elizabeth Gregory, the newly licensed Chaplain at HMP Usk 

¶ Revd Bernard Jones, will speak about his work as a RAF Wing Chaplain 

¶ Revd Dr Alycia Timmis, will speak about her work as the new Chaplain in Monmouth 
Haberdashers School 

 

mailto:williaminglegillis@cinw.org.uk?subject=&body=
https://forms.gle/jCD3k4N5BP3jbkxWA
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/eae49198-da50-cb09-9142-9792f83828ad.png


The 2025 celebration is being held at 4pm on Sunday January 26th. 

We will be hearing from four chaplains about their roles and offering prayers and hymns chosen 
by some of them. Please do come along to support, pray for and celebrate these vital ministries 
and so encourage the people who serve God’s world in this way. 

 

Clergy are asked to wear clerical shirts. There is no expectation to robe for the service. 

 

  
 

In Conversation with Ruth Jones M.P. - 30th January, 7:30pm 

 

In Conversation with 
Ruth Jones M.P. 
Thursday 30th January 
at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Cathedral 

 

The topic is 'Faith in 
Politics' and the 
conversation will 
consider why we should 
still have faith in politics, 
and the political 
process, and the 
importance of faith in 
shaping politics. 

 

All are welcome to 
attend. 

  

 

          

  
 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/587ef9cf-ed30-2c9b-4934-a2b08e3c3c4f.png


Diocesan Choral Festival - 2nd February 

 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/1cca9c0f-1d18-0361-8558-e7efd690c55b.jpeg


Church choirs and singers from across Monmouth Diocese are invited to join the Cathedral 
Choir to sing a Festal Evensong for Candlemas on Sunday 2nd February 2025. 

A 2:30pm rehearsal precedes the service at 4pm which is followed by refreshments. 

For further information and to register as part of the massed choir, please contact Tom 
Coxhead, Director of Music at Newport Cathedral Tomcoxhead@newportcathedral.org.uk. 

Those who wish to show their support for the musical life of the diocese are most welcome, and 
encouraged to attend the service. 

Clergy who wish to robe (cassock and surplice and white stole – it will be Festal Evensong for 
Candlemas) should contact Luise.Bannister@newportcathedral.org.uk to ensure a seat is 
available for you. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Tomcoxhead@newportcathedral.org.uk?subject=Tomcoxhead%40newportcathedral.org.uk&body=
mailto:Luise.Bannister@newportcathedral.org.uk?subject=Luise.Bannister%40newportcathedral.org.uk&body=


Resources 
 

  
 

A year of free funds from easyfundraising 

 

 

Over a year, just one person could raise £358 for your church for free without doing anything 
other than shopping online. Imagine what a group of people could do. And what you could buy 
for your church. 

Join easyfundraising to find out. They work with over 8,000 online retailers, so your church can 
receive free donations when your congregation and clergy shops online. 

£358 can be raised by one person through those big annual one-off purchases like holidays, 
insurance, but let’s not forget the everyday items. A last-minute birthday present from Etsy or a 
jumper from John Lewis can also earn your church smaller but more frequent donations. 

 

A new year with new fundraising goals should start with a new way to raise. Find out how 
here: www.easyfundraising.org.uk/diocese-of-monmouth/ 

 

  
 

 

 

 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/diocese-of-monmouth/
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/79fb446e-9d38-0e7d-08cf-47be4cb4065c.png


For Your Prayers 
 

  
 

 

Revd Peter Cobb 

 

We give thanks for the life of Revd Peter Cobb, who died on 16th January 2025, aged 97 years. 

Peter is survived by his wife Siân and his children, Joanna, Sarah and Matthew. 

Revd Heidi Prince has written this tribute to Peter      link to tribute 

May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 

 

  
 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/f801c2c5-31df-54be-06f7-3d0f96ecad8d/Revd_Peter_Cobb.01.pdf
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Services 
 

  
 

 

Join us for the service from the Cathedral, this Sunday at 10:30am 

 

You can watch the service here  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ESGOBAETH MYNWY - GWASANAETHAU CYMRAEG 2025 

 

https://youtube.com/live/67ltq5ByJrE


 

Amfwy o wybodaeth cysylltwch â Ruth Willis: ruth_willis05@hotmail.com 
For further information contact Ruth Willis: ruth_willis05@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:ruth_willis05@hotmail.com
mailto:ruth_willis05@hotmail.com
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/b0fc5d5f-588a-2c27-6d7e-4d38623f3656.png


  
 

Vacancies 
 

  
 

Lead Chaplain - Aneurin Bevan UHB 

 

 

Vacancy: [040-PST007-0125] Chaplaincy Manager, Head of Department 

Full time band 7 post. 

 

The Aneurin Bevan University Health Board is seeking to recruit a new Lead Chaplain to manage 
the spiritual care services for the organisation. 

The chaplaincy Lead's principal responsibility is to manage the effective delivery of pastoral 
and spiritual care to people of all faiths and those of no faith. 

The full Job Description can be found on NHS jobs JobAdvert using the above reference. 
Closing date for applications is 30th January. 

For further information contact Alan Tyler on 01633 234263 or at  Alan.tyler@wales.nhs.uk 

 

  
 

Team Vicar - Abergavenny MA 

 

https://www.jobs.nhs.uk/candidate/jobadvert/H9040-25-0080?searchFormType=main&keyword=chaplaincy%20manager&language=en
mailto:Alan.tyler@wales.nhs.uk?subject=&body=


 

For an informal conversation please contact The Reverend Lea Ryder 

on 07801 749120 or LeaRyder@cinw.org.uk 

Application form and full profile available 
at https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/ 

Applications should be submitted by email 
to: archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk 

Closing date for applications: 30th January 2025 

Interview date to be confirmed 

 

 

  
 

mailto:LeaRyder@cinw.org.uk?subject=&body=
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/
mailto:archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=&body=
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/5964093a-a973-53bc-875f-f6cfea5405a5/Abergavenny_TV_Advert_Jan_2025_002_.pdf


Hub Church Coordinator - Saints Tredegar 

 

 

For an informal conversation please contact 

Adrian Davila on 07984 982978  or adriandavila@cinw.org.uk 

Application form and full profile available 
at https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/ 

Closing Date: 6th February 2025 

Interview date: To be confirmed. 

Start Date: (negotiable) 

Applications should be submitted by email to Adrian Davila adriandavila@cinw.org.uk 

 

  
 

mailto:adriandavila@cinw.org.uk?subject=adriandavila%40cinw.org.uk&body=
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/
mailto:adriandavila@cinw.org.uk?subject=adriandavila%40cinw.org.uk&body=
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Team Vicar - Netherwent MA 

 

 

For an informal conversation please contact the Ministry Area Leader, Revd Dan Frett on 07966 
196852 or DanielFrett@cinw.org.uk 

Application form and full profile available 
at https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/ 

Applications should be submitted by email 
to: archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk 

Closing date for applications: Monday 10th February 2025 

Interviews to take place shortly after 
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