MORNING PRAYER           				All Saints’ Day – 1st November 2026
 
THE INTRODUCTION        

We are all citizens with the saints and belong to the family of God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who came and preached peace to those who were far away and to those who were near. 
Ephesians 2:19, 17

You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, … and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant. 
Hebrews 12:22–23

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us. 
Hebrews 12:1 altd
	
Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 
‘The first commandment is: “Listen Israel! The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength.” 
The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.” 
There is no other commandment greater than these.’
Amen. Lord have mercy.
 
Silence.										[Kneel]
Let us humbly confess our sins to almighty God.
 
Lord our God,
in our sin we have avoided your call.
Our love for you is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.
Have mercy on us;
deliver us from judgement;
bind up our wounds and revive us
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
May the Lord grant us
pardon and remission of all our sins,
time for amendment of life
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
 										[Stand]
Come, let us worship and bow down,
And kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
 
 
[HYMN								Stand	]
 
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
Sovereign God, ruler and judge of all,
to you be glory and praise!
As we rejoice with your saints
– that great cloud of witnesses –
may we run with perseverance
the race you set before us,
looking to Jesus Christ,
the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.
Blessed be God for ever.

PSALM							[Sit]
Psalm 34. 1-10

1	I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2	My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad.
3	O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together.
4	I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears.
5	Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed.
6	This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord, and was saved from every trouble.
7	The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them.
8	O taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are those who take refuge in him.
9	O fear the Lord, you his holy ones, for those who fear him have no want.
10	The young lions suffer want and hunger, but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and shall be for ever. Amen.
 
 
THE FIRST READING
A reading from Revelation   (7.9-17)
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.  They cried out in a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!"
	And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen."
	Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?"
	I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows."
	Then he said to me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat;  for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 
This is the word of the Lord. 	Thanks be to God.

Silence.

A Song of the Redeemed				(Revelation 4:8b, 11; 5:9–10; 15:3–4)

1	Holy, holy, holy is God the sovereign Lord of all : who was, and is, and is to come.
2	You are worthy, O  Lord our God : to receive glory and honour and power;
3	for you created all things :and by your will they have their being.
4	Worthy is the Lamb who was slain : to receive glory and honour and praise;
5	For by your blood you bought for God : people of every tribe and language, nation and race.
6	You have made them a kingdom of priests :to stand and serve before our God.
7	Great and wonderful are your deeds, Lord God sovereign of all : just and true are your ways,  King of the ages.
8	Who shall not fear you Lord : and do homage to your name? For / you a/lone are / holy.
9	All nations shall come and worship before you : for your just dealings have been revealed.
To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb: be praise and honour, glory and might for ever and ever. Amen.

THE SECOND READING					[Sit]
A reading from 1 John   (3.1-3)

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
	Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.  And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

This is the word of the Lord. 		Thanks be to God.

Silence.
 
The Gospel Canticle: Benedictus Dominus Deus Israel 		[Stand]
  
1  Blessed be the Lord the / God of / Israel : for he has come to his / people and / set them / free.
2  The Lord has raised up for us a / mighty / Saviour : born of the / house of his / servant / David.
3  Through his holy prophets God promised of old • to save us / from our / enemies : from the / hands of / all who / hate us.
4  To show mercy / to our / forebears : and to re/member his / holy / covenant.
5  This was the oath God swore to our / father / Abraham : to set us free from the / hands / of our / enemies,
6 Free to worship him / without / fear : holy and righteous before him / all the / days of our / life.
7  And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the / Most / High : for you will go before the / Lord • to pre/pare his / way,
8  To give his people knowledge / of sal/vation : by the for/giveness / of their / sins.
9  In the tender compassion / of our / God : the dawn from on / high shall / break up/on us,
10  To shine on those who dwell in darkness • and the / shadow of / death :and to guide our feet / into the / way of / peace. 
Glory to the Father, and / to the / Son : and / to the / Holy / Spirit;
as it was in the be/ginning, is / now : and shall be for / ever. / A–/men.
 
GOSPEL READING							[Stand]
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to St Matthew   (5.1-12)
	Glory to you, O Lord.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.
	Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
	"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
	"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
	"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
	"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
	"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
	"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
	"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
	"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you."

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 	Praise to you, O Christ.

 HOMILY		by Rhiannon Johnson				[Sit]
	You are not alone.
	I know it can feel that way sometimes, especially when you seem to talk a different language to the rest of your family and friends, when the only stories that you hear about churches are ones of horrible abuse and cruelty, when you are three or four, or even less, in a damp, cold, ancient building in the middle of winter and it feels like you are holding on by stubbornness and habit alone.
	I know it can feel like you are all alone when bereavement piles on bereavement and grief on grief and the nights are long and cold and the days feel empty.
	And that is why, I believe at least, it is so good that the feast of All Saints falls here at the start of November when the winter is starting to bite and the pretty birds of summer have all flown away and left us. This feast day is a reminder, just when we are most likely to need it, that we are very far from being alone, that, if only we could see and feel it, we are crowded around on every side by what the Epistle to the Hebrews calls “a great cloud of witnesses” and our reading from the Revelation speaks of as a multitude too great to number from every nation and tribe and language. 
	The feast started after the terrible persecutions of the church by the Roman Empire when the lost loved ones had got to a number that it was hard to remember them all. It seemed better to have one collective day to mourn and celebrate and remember. At first, it seems, we kept it very near Pentecost. That made some sense, first we celebrate the birth of the church, then we remember those who were willing to give their lives rather than disown it. As well as something gained, though, something was lost- that sense we get expressed in the book of Acts and the epistles that all the believers are saints. The word means ‘holy ones’. As the First Letter of John we heard earlier puts it “We are God’s children now”. Sadly, remembering with admiration the martyrs of old seemed to separate out these special ones from us ordinary Christians who have not been put to that kind of test and do not know how we would behave if we were.
	But some things happened when the Christian faith established itself here in Wales ad Ireland and Scotland. One was that the date of the feast shifted here to what was seen as the beginning of true winter as well as, we believe, the secular new year. No one knows quite why. It may have been that there was a pre-existing ritual at this time of year for remembering loved ones who had passed on (although the evidence is nothing like as clear as internet articles on Hallowe’en would have you believe). 
The second change was that the vigil of the feast, the night before, gained a carnival atmosphere of misrule in which even the children could laugh at the darkness because of the bright light the morning would bring. So the eve of All Hallows, the old name for All Saints, became Hallowe’en. From Ireland eventually it got taken as a festival to America and reimported by us in all its modern, tacky sugar-fueled and horror movie fed form.
The feast also spilled out into the day after. Probably starting with the monastery in Cluny, November 2nd came to be kept as All Souls remembering those other Christians who never were recognized as saints but loved God and were loved by him also.
But, going back to those years which English called the Dark Ages and Welsh calls the Age of the Saints, a third change had taken place. The definition of what made a special Christian had widened out. There have always been people of faith who stood out for one reason or another. In Wales we were often confident enough in them to call them saints while they were still alive. They founded churches and monasteries, had their lives turned around by an encounter with God, were generous, were joyful, were great scholars and teachers, showed hospitality, healed and were healed, lived and died to the glory of God. Their stories were told as examples or warnings or entertainment. People and places came to be named for them- St Martins Haven, St Brides Bay, St Ishmaels, St Davids, Llanfair, Llantrisant, Llanilltud Fawr. People got to have their favourites, saints they felt close to. And just as the way to get things done at the time was to get someone with influence to have a word with a powerful person on your behalf, it became common for people to ask the saints they thought might listen to have a word with God on their behalf.
To the scholars and stern heroes of Reformation times this was all completely wrong. God is not like the proud and powerful people of earth. Who do we need someone to ‘have a word with God on our behalf’ when we can talk directly through Jesus Christ in prayer. That, along with a whole range of fake miracles and dodgy relics, made the churches that grew out of the Reformation a bit wary of saints and keeping their feasts. In fact there were, by then, so many officially recognised saints that there were very few days still ‘feria’ or free. To the Reformers this was a problem, because you could be so busy keeping one feast after another that you never got down to the serious business of learning more about God from the Bible, of repenting, of loving God and your neighbour.
The churches that grew out of the Reformation dealt with the problem in different ways. Some tried to recover the Biblical language and spoke of all believers as saints, some got rid of saints altogether, some worked hard on making them good examples for people to follow, perhaps unintentionally making it more about what they did than what God was able to do in them. Our own Anglican church, typically, has done a bit of all of these. Its official calendar drastically cut the number of saints days to be remembered, although people could add in a feast for their local saint. It also introduced levels among the holy ones of God. In the old prayerbook there were feasts, mainly of Biblical characters, whose names were printed in red that had to be celebrated, would even push the Sunday readings aside. If you have ever wondered about the origin of the phrase ‘a red letter day’ that’s where it comes from. If the name of the saint only got black ink the feast day was deemed less important. Every one else was to be remembered collectively here on All Saints’ Day.
I can’t know what you think, but for me the great joy of learning about and celebrating saints has been the reminder that, even if we are at a low ebb of faith now, it has not been so all the time. It is not so everywhere in the world right now. Sitting out the sermon in a small, cold church in November may not be as dramatic as facing martyrdom but it is still a way of loving God with heart and mind and souls and strength and loving our neighbours too, and that is what saints do in a million different places and ways. 
We find our way around our country by the names the saints left to the places where we live. We wear daffodils on St Davids day and send cards on St Valentines. We proclaim the light of Christ shining in lives beyond counting here and now, when it would be easy to let the darkness swamp us.
We are not alone. With Christ and all his angels and saints, we are never alone.
	
AN AFFIRMATION OF THE FAITH
The Baptismal Creed 							[Stand]
I believe and trust in God the Father,                                        
 Source of all being and life,                                                               
the one for whom we exist.
 
I believe and trust in God the Son,                                                  
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again.
 
I believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
Who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world. 
 
This is the faith of the Church.                                                        
This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
 
[HYMN									Stand]
 
THE PRAYERS							[Sit or Kneel] 

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 	

For all peoples in their daily life and work, for our families and friends and neighbours, and for those who are alone.
Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 

For this community, for our nation and its government, for the King; for all who work for justice, freedom and peace.
Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 

For the right use of your creation; for the victims of hunger, fear, injustice or oppression.
Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 

For all in danger, sorrow or any kind of trouble; for those who are sick, lonely or in need and for those who serve can care for them,,,
Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 

For the peace, mission and unity of the Church; for all who proclaim the gospel and all who search for truth.
Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 

For Dorrien our bishop and all ministers; for all members of your Church.
Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 
As our Saviour taught us, we boldly pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those 
Who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
The power and the glory,
For ever and ever. 
Amen.
 
The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord:  grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that we may come to those inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who truly love you;  through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord,
to know you is eternal life,
to serve you is perfect freedom:
defend us in all assaults of our enemies,
that we, surely trusting in your protection,
may not fear the power of any adversaries;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
Eternal God and Father,
by your power we are created and by your love we are redeemed:                                                 guide and strengthen us by your Spirit,                                               
that we may give ourselves to you in love and service of one another;                                                   through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
THE CONCLUSION
God give us grace to follow his saints in faith and hope and the grace of our lord Jesus Christ and the love of god and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore, Amen.

[HYMN									Stand]



SUGGESTED HYMNS

For all the saints
Thy hand O God has guided
O when the saints go marching in
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