Representative Body of the Church in Wales
Recruitment of Estate Surveyor
Background Information

We are recruiting for an Estate Surveyor to join our team at an exciting period of change for the Property Department.  
Following a reorganisation of the department, a specialist Estate Management and Transactions Team has been established to focus on providing a focussed professional service for the sale, purchase and letting of property in the Church in Wales.  This is a small team within the property department; it consists of The Director of Property Strategy, Estate Management and Transaction Manager and Estate Surveyor.  The team is one of four teams in the department the others being Heritage and Churches (including Closed Churches), Administration/Legal Support and Building Surveying.  
The central ownership of most property assets in the Church in Wales, means that the team is involved in a wide variety of property types.  It makes for a varied and interesting portfolio of property across Wales.    Many of these assets have been in Church ownership for many years so often come with particular challenges around things like access, boundary responsibilities and title.  We have long experience with our legal colleagues of resolving these to find the best solutions.  We have registered title to nearly all property.
Sales of clergy houses which we no longer require are a core part of our work.  These tend to be larger, detached houses and can attract significant interest.  We work with local agents to market these properties for sale.  We also purchase clergy houses where we need to relocate clergy to meet mission needs so the search and negotiation of sales can be rewarding work.
When churches are no longer needed for local mission, we seek to find good new uses for them.  This can involve leases to community groups or outright sales in the market.  Redundant church halls can have development potential, if sold, and in some cases we negotiate leases to community and other groups.
The glebe portfolio consists of around 400 areas of land across Wales.  This portfolio provides income to assist with church repair work.  The portfolio is managed by external land agents who arrange tenancy agreements etc but also help to identify development and other opportunities.  This portfolio has potential to contribute more effectively to the Church’s mission.
A significant part of the role is to manage let residential property (around 140 houses) and ensure compliance with the Renting Homes (Wales) Act.  Many of these houses are held for the benefit of local churches to supplement income and the team provides a management service accordingly.  Local agents are used to find tenants, and, increasingly, we ask them to manage occupations too.
In addition to sales, purchases and leases the team is involved in a wide variety of estate management functions including filming licences, easements, wayleaves, covenant relaxations etc.
The range of work and property types makes for an interesting and full workload that contributes directly to the flourishing of the Church in Wales.

