Congratulations: You've been recommended for training at
St Padarn’s Institute!

We are delighted to hear that you have been recommended for training, and we look
forward to welcoming you to the St Padarn’s community. Once we receive your
official sponsorship from your bishop, we will be in touch with more formal details. In
the meantime, we hope you find the following information helpful.

Important Dates

Please make sure you have noted next year’s dates in your diary. Book time off work
(and/or make other necessary arrangements) for Summer School, and if needed, do
the same for the weekend residentials.

Summer School

15-16 August 2026: Induction for All new ministry candidates (St Padarn’s Cardiff)
16-21 August 2026: Summer School for All ministry candidates (University of
South Wales, Treforest, Pontypridd)

Weekend Residentials

9-11 Oct 2026: Residential weekend Location TBC.
19-21 Feb 2027: Residential weekend Location TBC
7-9 May 2027: Residential weekend Location TBC

A typical weekend residential begins with an act of worship at 6:30pm, followed by
dinner at 7:00. These events are held at various locations across Wales, often in the
north to balance the summer school in Pontypridd. Please keep in mind that this may
involve a journey of several hours from your home.

Modes of Training

Part-Time Training: If you are training part-time, you will typically remain at home,
studying theology in online facilitated groups through our Theology for Life (BTh)
programme. Candidates with prior theological learning may study on the MA in
Theology, Ministry and Mission.

In addition to your theological studies, you will attend the Summer School and
Weekend Residentials, take part in a Formation Group with other ministerial
candidates, and serve 4 hours per week in a local placement.


https://www.stpadarns.ac.uk/en/courses/theology-life/
https://www.stpadarns.ac.uk/en/courses/ma-theology/
https://www.stpadarns.ac.uk/en/courses/ma-theology/

Full-Time Training: If you are training full-time, you will normally attend the
Wednesday-Friday programme in Cardiff 24 weeks per year, as well as six Formation
Days in a regional hub near you (see below for 2026-27 dates). Some candidates live
onsite in Cardiff, but most candidates remain where they are—living and serving
their placement in their local context and travelling down to Cardiff for the Wed-Fri
programme.

The Wed-Fri programme consists of regular candidate-led worship, classroom
teaching, candidate formation groups, and communal meals and fellowship. Full-time
candidates typically study on our Theology for Life (BTh) programme or our MA in
Theology, Ministry, and Mission. In addition to the Wednesday-Friday programme
and Formation Days, you will serve two days per week in a local placement.

Length of Training

Decisions regarding length and mode of training are taken in consultation between
St Padarn’s and your bishop. Normally full-time training takes three years or
sometimes two years (depending on age, prior experience/theological learning, etc.).
Part-time training normally takes three years. We take into account if you are already
exercising a licensed ministry e.g., moving from being a Reader to being ordained, or
already have theological qualifications. We also try to be as flexible as we can with
those who have significant caring responsibilities.

Any further questions? If you need advice, further information, or to talk through
potential training options, please contact Lyn Davies (lyn.davies@stpadarns.ac.uk),

who will get one of the tutors to contact you for a conversation.
Direct office line: 029 20 838079 Mobile: 0

For more information, visit our website https://www.stpadarns.ac.uk/en/

Practical Information

Grants: The Church in Wales provides grants for people training for ministry. For
more information, please visit https://www.stpadarns.ac.uk/en/to estimate the level

of your grant.


mailto:lyn.davies@stpadarns.ac.uk
https://www.stpadarns.ac.uk/en/
https://www.stpadarns.ac.uk/en/

If you have any queries about this, please contact Sian Trotman, the Learner Services

Manager: sian.trotman@stpadarns.ac.uk

Main: 029 2056 3379

Direct office line: 029 20 838070

Expenses: Candidates travelling to Cardiff from Wednesday to Friday should submit

their travel expenses, along with placement travel costs, using a St Padarn’s expenses

form. Part-time candidates may also claim travel expenses for residentials. Placement

travel can be claimed for journeys of 5 miles or more from your home.

Dates for your diary

Date What Who
15-21 August 2026 Induction and Summer school All Full and Part-time
candidates

16-18 Sept 2026

Full-time week 1

All full-time candidates

23-25 Sept 2026

Full-time week 2

All full-time candidates

30 Sep-2 Oct 2026

Full-time week 3

All full-time candidates

7-10 Oct 2026

Formational week
1 Day per week in North, West and

All full-time candidates PT
Candidates welcome

South evening
9-11 October 2026 Autumn Residential All Full and Part-time
candidates

14-16 Oct 2026

Full-time week 4

All full-time candidates

21-23 Oct 2026

Full-time week 1

All full-time candidates

26-30 Oct 2026

Independent Learning Week/ Half
term

All Full and Part-time
candidates

4-6 Nov 2026

Full-time week 2

All full-time candidates

11-13 Nov 2026

Full-time week 3

All full-time candidates

18-20 Nov 2026

Formational week
1 Day per week in North, West and
South

All full-time candidates PT
Candidates welcome
evening

25-27 Nov 2026

Full-time week 4

All full-time candidates

2-4 Dec 2026

Full-time week 1

All full-time candidates

9-11 Dec 2026

Full-time week 2

All full-time candidates

16-18 Dec 2026

Independent Learning Week

All full-time candidates

23-25-Dec 2026

Christmas Break

All Full and Part-time
candidates

30 Dec-1 Jan 2027

Christmas Break

All Full and Part-time
candidates



mailto:sian.trotman@stpadarns.ac.uk

6-8 Jan 2027

Formational week1 Day per week in
North, West and South

All full-time candidates PT
Candidates welcome
evening

13-15Jan 2027

Full-time week 3

All full-time candidates

20-22 Jan 2027

Full-time week 4

All full-time candidates

27-29 Jan 2027

Full-time week 1

All full-time candidates

3-5 Feb 2027

Full-time week 2

All full-time candidates

8-12 Feb 2027

Independent Learning Week/ Half
term

All Full and Part-time
candidates

17-19 Feb 2027

Formational week1 Day per week in
North, West and South

All full-time candidates PT
Candidates welcome
evening

19-21 Feb 2027

Winter Residential

All Full and Part-time
candidates

24-26 Feb 2027

Full-time week 3

All full-time candidates

3-5 March 2027

Full-time week 4

All full-time candidates

10-12 March 2027

Full-time week 1

All full-time candidates

17-19 March 2027

Full-time week 2

All full-time candidates

22-28 March 2027 Holy week All Full and Part-time
candidates

29 March- 2 April Easter Break All Full and Part-time

2027 candidates

7-9 April 2027

Formational week1 Day per week in
North, West and South

All full-time candidates PT
Candidates welcome
evening

14-16 April 2027

Full-time week 3

All full-time candidates

21-23 April 2027

Full-time week 4

All full-time candidates

28-30 April 2027

Full-time week 1

All full-time candidates

5-7 May 2027 Formational week All full-time candidates
1 Day per week in North, West and
South
7-9 May 2027 Spring Residential All Full and Part-time

candidates

12-14 May 2027

Full-time week 2

All full-time candidates

19-21 May 2027

Full-time week 3

All full-time candidates

24-28 May 2027

Full-time week 4 (Leaver’s week)

All full-time candidates

31 May-4 Jun 2027

Independent Learning Week

All Full and Part-time
candidates

29 June- 4 July 2027

Mission Week

All returning full-time
candidates




