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Same-sex relationships
Background

The liturgy for the blessing of formalised same-sex relationships, introduced by the
Governing Body in October 2021, will reach the end of its five-year experimental
period in September 2026. At that point three options are available to the Governing
Body:

I. Do nothing — the liturgy will reach the end of its period of authorisation, lapse
and therefore cease to be available for use.
ii.  Optto make the current liturgy a permanent rite.
ii.  Opt to move towards equal marriage.

In order to discern the views of the wider Church in Wales the Bench of Bishops
instigated a listening exercise, which has been conducted in all dioceses during the
spring and early summer of this year. The meetings provided an opportunity to listen
— respectfully and attentively — allowing different voices to be heard and different
views to be expressed, without comment or censure.

Many members will have attended listening exercise meetings within their respective
dioceses.

Governing Body listening exercise

Following the meetings in dioceses, the Governing Body itself is now invited to
participate in a similar listening exercise, and the Archbishop has asked the Bishop
of Llandaff to lead this. This listening exercise will follow a very similar structure to
the diocesan gatherings but will allow for cross-diocesan interaction.

The bishops will reflect on this interaction at the Bench meeting in October and seek
to work out the next steps they wish to take.

Procedure

On Friday 19 September the period of 09.45-13.00 has been allowed for this, with a
30-minute break at 11.45. This will allow time to ensure that all who wish to engage
with the subject have opportunity to be heard. There will be no motion for debate:
that may take place at another meeting.

The exercise will be undertaken as follows:

I.  Anintroduction and prayers by the Bishop of Llandaff.
ii.  Listening exercise — members are invited to provide their views and
perspectives to the Governing Body, which will be heard and held.
ii.  Table-based discussions to allow reflection and discernment.

A card will be provided to each member on which to write their views anonymously,
which can be handed in to staff and will be used to help guide the bishops’
discussion at the Bench meeting in October. A note of the listening exercise
session will also be provided to the Bench.
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