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GOVERNING BODY MEETING 
 

15 and 16 April 2026 
 

QUESTION TIME 
 

1. Mrs Carrie White (diocese of Bangor) 
 

What is the mechanism / procedure for ensuring decisions taken at the Governing 
Body are disseminated to those affected by the decisions? 

 
2. The Reverend Sue Hurrell (diocese of Llandaff) 

 
Would the Church in Wales consider offering a more generous enhanced maternity 
pay policy, as seen in the majority of dioceses in England, in order to better support 
younger clergy and their families?  

 
3. The Reverend Dr Kevin Ellis (diocese of Bangor)  

 
All of our congregations are now required to use the membership app for their 
weekly attendance returns, can I therefore ask when respondents will be able to 
complete it in the language of their choice, either English or Welsh?  In my 
experience in the Diocese of Bangor, some local records are completed only in 
Welsh, and it makes it easier for our Welsh speakers to be able to communicate 
with their church in the language of their heart. Additionally, I assume the word, 
‘Welsh’ is meant to collect the number of Welsh services. This needs nuancing, one 
would expect bilingual worship to be the norm, and one of the treasured gifts that 
we as a church offer to our sibling churches across the British Isles. 

 
4. Dr Heather Payne (diocese of Llandaff) 

 
Will the Bench of Bishops commit to encouraging and disseminating across the 
Church in Wales, the work of the Anglican Communion Science Commission (which 
will be reporting worldwide progress at the Belfast ACC meeting) as it seeks to 
promote integration of scientific knowledge with faith commitment. This approach, 
seeking effective evidence based ways to tell and teach about Jesus, tend to the 
needs of others, transform unjust societal structures, and treasure the gift of God’s 
creation, offers a practical way to engage in meaningful communion across our 
nation and our world. This commitment to learn and share ways to combine science 
with loving service may offer a path towards transforming outcomes and 
relationships in closer communion with each other. 
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5. Mr Chris Dearden (diocese of Bangor) 

 

St David’s Day – celebrating the life of our patron saint – offers considerable 
opportunity for us as the Church in Wales to bear witness to the gospel and extend 
our mission to a wider section of our communities. 
 
Celebrations of St David’s Day on 1st March form an important cultural and 
religious occasion in the life of Wales. 
 
However, the current liturgical calendar causes the celebration of St David’s Day to 
be moved to another day if 1st March is a Sunday in Lent. 
 
There is precedent for Sundays in Lent to reflect a dual theme – the lectionary 
currently has an alternative set of readings to allow for the celebration of “Lent IV as 
Mothering Sunday.” 
 
Many themes in the life of St David reflect our Lenten devotions – abstaining from 
meat or alcohol, and making an effort to do extra little things in our lives. 
 
Will the Bench of Bishops commission the Standing Liturgical Advisory Commission 
to provide an alternative set of readings so that in future, a Sunday in Lent could 
incorporate celebration of St David’s Day in a similar manner to Mothering Sunday 
on Lent IV? 


