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GOVERNING BODY MEETING 
 

18 and 19 September 2025 
 

QUESTION TIME 
 

1. The Reverend Ruth Coombs (Co-opted cleric) 
 

At a Governing Body a couple of years ago we had table discussions and one of the 
things we talked about and was noted in feedback was the need to consider our 
liturgy and the language we use to make it more inclusive of our diverse people of 
faith across different protected characteristics; and separately accessible to those 
new to church.  This sparked interest and a sense that both would be taken away 
and considered.  Please could an update on subsequent action be provided? 
 
 

2. The Venerable Rhod Green (diocese of Llandaff) 
 

Given the recent changes to stipend, housing, and pension provision in the Church 
of England and the stalled Clergy Renumeration Review in the Church in Wales, 
how does the RB plan to restore parity with the Church of England as quickly as 
possible in order to ensure a sustainable pipeline of clergy in the future and prevent 
clergy in the Church in Wales leaving for England in search of better terms of 
service? 
 
 

3. Ms Philippa Dixey (diocese of Monmouth) 
 
The Church in Wales Review 2012 included the following: 
 
Recommendation XXXlll 
A study should be made of the desirability and feasibility of selling off most 
parsonages in order to raise the stipend, or make a housing allowance, so clergy 
could afford to buy or rent their own homes 
 
Consequently, following the establishment of Ministry and Mission Areas and the 
emphasis on practising effective stewardship, should the Church in Wales continue 
to be responsible for purchasing and maintaining most of its parsonages?  

 
 

4. Dr Barney Hawthorne (diocese of Llandaff) 

 
The Church Growth Fund aims are to promote evangelism throughout the province.  
It aims to see people encounter Jesus, come to faith, be baptised and become 
disciples.  What objective metrics are being collected by the funded proposals, that 
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will monitor the success of these projects in meeting these goals?  In order to 
support strong applications going forward, it would be useful to have examples from 
the projects and information about how the measures are being designed and 
monitored.  Are the results of the monitoring being made public? 

 
 

5. Mr Robert Charlton (diocese of Swansea & Brecon) 
 
The Restoring Welsh Rivers Summit held in Cardiff on 7-8 November 2024 brought 
together over ninety delegates, including scientists, farmers, environmentalists and 
water-industry representatives, to present and discuss the challenges facing water 
courses in Wales. 
 
The Summit was widely publicised and acclaimed. 
 
Twelve priorities emerged and this list was forwarded to the Welsh Government to 
focus on. 
 
Approaching a year later the health of Welsh rivers presents a mixed picture but 
with increasing concerns about overall water quality and the impact of pollution on 
both freshwater and marine ecosystems.  The priorities shaped by experts in their 
field deserve respect and urgent consideration.  Improvement is clearly going to be 
a long journey but the Church in Wales must continue to be bold and resolute in 
both leadership and vision. 
 
Is there an ongoing dialogue with the Welsh Government and interested 
stakeholders aligned with the priorities identified? 

 
 

6. Mr Raju Shrestha (co-opted lay member under 30) 
 

The BBC, Sunday Express and other large media outlets are corroborating the 
Bible Society report that decades long church decline is being ended by a quiet 
revival which has already begun across Britain.  Given the serious level of decline in 
the Church in Wales, what urgent work will the GB be doing to engage with this 
fresh opportunity for new life, growth and transformation? 

 
 

7. Dr Monika Prabhakar (co-opted lay member) 
 

In what ways are we being prophetic in a shifting nation in which political discourse, 
morality and culture are in rapid flux? 

 
 

8. Mrs Della Nelson (diocese of Llandaff) 
 

Many are arguing that the centrality of Jesus Christ been supplanted and replaced 
by alien agendas in the Church in Wales which have sapped our strength, and 
robbed us of a national vision for evangelism.  Do we need to work together to bring 
Jesus Christ back into his rightful place at the centre of our life, ministry and 
mission? 


