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Notification of election and accession of the
Archbishop

On Wednesday 30 July 2025 the Bishop of Monmouth, the Right Reverend Cherry
Vann, was elected as the 15" Archbishop of Wales by the Archbishop’s Electoral
College, meeting at St. Peter’s church, St. Pierre, Chepstow.

Immediately after the election and following the Archbishop-elect’s acceptance of the
appointment, the bishops met to confirm the election and declared the Archbishop-
elect to be Archbishop and Metropolitan of the province of Wales.

Clause 6 of Chapter V of the Constitution of the Church in Wales requires a copy of
the Regulations under which the election was made to be published to the Governing
Body at its first meeting following the election. Accordingly, those Regulations,
agreed by the Archbishop’s Electoral College at its preliminary online meeting on 24
July 2025, are appended to this paper.

At the meeting on 18-19 September, the Governing Body will have the opportunity to
welcome the Archbishop to her new ministry. Regulation 33 of Chapter I
(Regulations) of the Constitution require the formal document signed by the bishops
confirming the election to be read aloud. Following that, the Archbishop shall lead
the Governing Body in Morning Prayer including (as required by Regulation 33.2) the
Lord’s Prayer and Apostles’ Creed.

Simon J Lloyd
Lay Secretary
13 August 2025



THE CHURCH IN WALES
REGULATIONS FOR THE PROCEDURE OF
THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE FOR THE ELECTION OF
THE ARCHBISHOP OF WALES

CHURCH OF ST PETER, ST PIERRE AND
CHEPSTOW ROOM, ST PIERRE HOTEL

29 JULY 2025

The meeting of the Electoral College is private and the proceedings are
confidential. No member of the College nor the Secretary nor the Scrutineers
nor the Administrative Assistants nor the Translator shall at any time disclose
to anyone else any information about nomination lists, the discussion of
candidates nor the outcome of ballots.

The College may meet for no more than three consecutive days. For the
purpose of these Regulations, the close of the College meeting shall be 16.00
on Thursday 31 July 2025. The President or any member of the College may
propose an earlier closure time or a later closure time on Thursday 31 July
2025. Approval of any such proposal to be by a simple majority of members
of the College.

The preparatory meeting will take place online. Worship, prayer, voting and
the announcement of the result of a ballot shall take place in St. Peter’s
church. Oral declarations of confidentiality, nominations and discussions shall
take place in the Chepstow Room.

Written declarations of confidentiality from all members of the College in the
following form were requested to be submitted to the Secretary no later than
16.00 on Wednesday 23 July 2025.

“l solemnly and sincerely declare that | will not disclose to anyone
any information about nomination lists, the discussion of
candidates nor the outcome of ballots.”

PREPARATORY MEETING (ONLINE)

In accordance with Regulation 8.2 of Chapter V (Regulations) of the
Constitution, the College shall hold a preparatory meeting, for the purpose of
adopting these Regulations and electing a Chair.

Following adoption of these Regulations, the President shall announce the
names of the Secretary, the Scrutineers, the Administrative Assistants and the
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Translator whom he has appointed (and who shall also make a declaration of
confidentiality in the form at Regulation 4 above).

The President shall then call for nominations of a member of the College to
Chair the proceedings of the College. If more than one person is nominated,
a ballot shall be held and the candidate receiving the most votes will become
Chair of the Electoral College.

SAFEGUARDING SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Every diocesan bishop shall complete a Confidential Declaration in a form
approved by the Director of Safeguarding.

The Safeguarding Scrutiny Committee shall consist of the Chair of the
Safeguarding Panel, the Chair of the Electoral College, the Secretary to the
College, the lead Scrutineer and the Director of Safeguarding.

The Safeguarding Scrutiny Committee shall receive a copy of each
Confidential Declaration, together with a confidential report from the Director
of Safeguarding, compiled following a review of Church in Wales safeguarding
records and the relevant Clergy Personal Files.

Based on the information it has considered, the Safeguarding Scrutiny
Committee may resolve to raise a preliminary objection to the nomination of
an eligible candidate. If the Safeguarding Scrutiny Committee raises a
preliminary objection it shall inform the relevant candidate and invite them to
submit material in response. The Safeguarding Scrutiny Committee will then
resolve either to confirm its objection or withdraw it.

PRELIMINARIES, NOMINATION AND DISCUSSION (CHEPSTOW

ROOM)

The use of electronic devices is prohibited unless used for creating or
referring to speaking notes. The recording of proceedings and engagement
with social media or other forms of electronic communication is also prohibited
during the meeting, up to and until the result is publicly announced.

It shall be the duty of the Secretary to ensure that all voting papers and lists
used by the College are destroyed at the close of its meeting. All members
shall hand to the Secretary or to the Scrutineers for destruction any personal
notes recorded during the meeting.

The Chair shall invite the members of the College, the Secretary, the
Scrutineers, the Administrative Assistants and the Translator to repeat their
declaration of confidentiality orally.
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There shall then be an opportunity to discuss the role of the Archbishop of
Wales both within the province and within the Anglican Communion.

In accordance with paragraph 4(1) of Chapter V of the Constitution of the
Church in Wales the office of Archbishop must be held by one of the diocesan
bishops of the Church in Wales. Therefore, only the diocesan bishops are
eligible for nomination.

PROCESS OF NOMINATION

Each diocesan bishop present shall be given opportunity before each round of
nominations to exclude their name from consideration for nomination.

Any member of the College shall be entitled to make nominations of an
eligible candidate by writing the name of each nominee upon a card and
handing the card(s) to the Secretary or to one of the Scrutineers.

The Secretary shall compile a list of all nominations and shall announce it to
the College. The Chair shall then sign the list and return it to the Secretary.
Written information on those nominated will then be collated by staff and
copies distributed to electors and the Secretary.

The Chair of the College shall then inform the College whether any of the
nominated candidates are subject to an objection from the Safeguarding
Scrutiny Committee.

All those nominated shall withdraw during any discussion that may ensue and
return for the purpose of casting their vote. Diocesan bishops who have not
been nominated may withdraw voluntarily from these discussions.

If any elector desires to address the College he or she shall be entitled to do
so after the completion of the list of nominations. If an elector has made a
nomination they should be prepared to acknowledge the name of the person
put forward on the nomination list and be prepared to speak fully and frankly
from personal knowledge if asked to do so. Anyone should be able to raise
an objection with the Chair about language used or comments made.

At a suitable point in the discussion (at the discretion of the Chair) there shall
be an opportunity for questions, selected by the Chair, to be put to all the
nominees in turn. An elector wishing to propose a question shall submit it to
the Chair by writing it upon a card and handing the card(s) to the Secretary or
to one of the Scrutineers. Each nominee shall return to the meeting in turn to
answer the selected questions, but shall not be present to hear one another’s
answers to the questions.



24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

VOTING (ST PETER’S CHURCH)

At the conclusion of the discussion and before the voting papers are
distributed, the College shall move to St. Peter’s church, where there will be a
short period of silence for quiet reflection and prayer. The Scrutineers shall
then provide each member of the College with a voting paper bearing the
number of the ballot and the names of those nominated in alphabetical order.

Each member of the College shall:

either (a) place on the voting paper a cross against the name of the
nominee for whom they wish to vote;

or (b) if they approve of none of the nominees, place a cross in the
appropriate place on the voting paper;

or (c) if they wish to abstain from voting, place a cross in the
appropriate place on the voting paper (a blank or spoiled ballot
is also treated as an abstention from voting).

When called upon to vote, each member shall approach the voting urn and
place his or her folded voting paper in the urn.

As soon as the ballot is completed the Scrutineers shall count the number of
votes cast for each nominee, the number of those approving of none of the
nominees and the number of those who declined to vote, and shall hand such
result in writing and signed by them to the Chair who shall announce the
result to the College.

If in a ballot a bishop nominated receives two-thirds or more of the votes of
those present and voting the Chair shall, having announced the result of the
ballot, call upon the other bishops to declare the bishop who has received
two-thirds or more of the votes to be the Archbishop-elect.

Following this declaration, the Archbishop-elect will be given the opportunity to
accept their appointment immediately. If they so accept the appointment the
other diocesan bishops shall meet in Sacred Synod to declare the
Archbishop-elect to be the Archbishop.

Should such ballot show that no nominee has received two-thirds of the votes
of those present and voting the College shall return to the Chepstow Room,
where there shall be an opportunity for general discussion, if desired, prior to
the nomination process restarting.

After such discussion has concluded the College shall continue as set out in
Regulations 17-30 above.



PROCEEDINGS SUBSEQUENT TO THE CLOSE OF THE COLLEGE

32. If at the close of the College, as defined in Regulation 2 above, no nominee
has received two-thirds of the votes of those present and voting, the election
of the Archbishop shall, in accordance with Regulation 13.1 of Chapter V of
the Constitution of the Church in Wales, pass to the Bench of Bishops.

33. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to prepare a mandate in readiness for the
installation of the Archbishop.

Regulations adopted by the Electoral College at its preliminary meeting on 24 July
2025



